ay 


- A Letter ; containin ſome 


Remarks onthe two * © 


Papers, writ by his late Majeſty King Charles the 
Second, concerning Religion. 


I R, 
T thank you for the #wo Royal 

Papers , that you have ſent me : 

I had heard of them before, 
but now we have them ſo well atteft- 
ed, that there is no hazard of being de- 
ceived by a falſe Copy : you expet- 
thatin return, I should let you know, 
what Imprefſion they have made upon 
me. I payall the reverence that is due 
to 2 Crown'd Head, even in Agshes ; 
to which I will never be wanting : far 
leſs am 1 capable of fuſpetting the Roy- 
al Atteftation that accompanies them ; of 
the truth of which Itake it for granted 
no man doubts ; but I muſt crave leave 
to tell you, that I am confident, the 
late King only copied them, and that they 
are not of by compoſing: for as the 
have nothing of that free Air , wit! 
which he expreſſed himſelt ; ſo there is 
a Contexture in them, that does not 
look like a Prince; and the beginning 
of the firft chewes it was the effect of 
a Converſation z and was to be commu- 
nicated to another: fo thatTI am apt to 
think they were compoſed by another, 
and were ſo well relished by the late 
King, that he thought fit to keep them, 
in order to his examining them more 
particularly: and that he was prevailed 
with to Copy them, leſt a Paper of that 
nature might have been made a crime, 
if it had been found about him writ- 
tenby another hand : and I could name 
one Or two Perſons > who as they were 
® iblc enough to compoſe ſuch Papers, ſo 
had power enough over his Spirit to 
engage him to Copythem , and to'put 


| | themalſelves out of danger by reſtoring 
1 O . inal. 

ought to addreſs your ſelt tothe 

| learned Divines of our Church, tor an 


anſwer to ſuch things in'them as puſle 

ou , and not to ore that has not the 

onour to be of that Body ; and that has 
now carried a Sword for ſome time, 
and imploys the leafure that: at any 
time he enyoyes , rather in Philoſophical 
and Mathematical Enquiries,than ih mat- 
ters of Controverſy. I here's indeed one 
Conlideration that determined me 
more eaſily to comply with your de- 
fires, which is; my having had the ho- 
nour to diſcourſe copiouſly of thoſe 
matters with the late King himſelf : and 
he having propoſed to me ſome of the 
| pray that 1 findin thoſe Papers, & 

having faid ſeveral things to him, in 
anſwer to thoſe Heads, which he of- 
fered to me only as Objefions , with 
which he ſeemed fully ſatisfied, TI am 
the more willing to communicate to 
you, that which I took the liberty to 
lay before his late Majefly on ſeveral 
occaſions: the particulars on which he 
inſiſted in diſcourſe with me, were the 
; 7.18. of 4 Law without a Fudge , and 
the neecſſity of an infallible Tribunal to de- 
termine Controverſies: to which he added, 
the many Sets that were in England, 
which ſeemed to be a neceſſary conſequence 
of the Liberty that every one took to interpres 
the Scriptures: and he often repeated that of 
the Church of Englands arguing, from 
the obligation to obey the Church, againſt 
the SeRaries , which he thought was of ns 
force, _ they allowed more Authority to 
the Church than they ſcemed willing to ad- © 
mit, in their Diſputes with the Church x4 
Rome. But upon this whole Matter 
willoffer youſomeRefle#ions,that will, 
I hope, be of as great weight with you, - 
as —_ are with my ſelf. 

- All KA—_ that prove upon 
ſuch genera Confiderations;, that 
there ought to be an Infallible! Fudge 

A named 
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named by Chrift, and clothed with his 
Autbority , ſignify nothing , unleſs it 
can be Shewed us, in what Texts of 
Scripture that nomination is to be 
found ; anditill that is chewed, they are 
only Arguments brought to prove that 
Chriſt ought to bave done ſomewhat that he 
bi not done. So theſe are in effe& ſo ma- 
ny Arguments againit Chriſt, unleſs it ap- 
pears that he has authoriſed ſuch a 
Tudge: therefote the right way to end 
this diſpute , is, to chew where ſuch a 
Confli#ution is authoriſed : So that the 


 rfioſtthat can be made of this is, that it 


amounts to a favorable preſumption. 


II. It is a very unreaſonable thing. 


for us to form _— » of what 
is, Or ought tobe, from [nconveniences 
that do ariſe, in caſe that ſuch things 
are not : for we may carry this ſo far , 
that it will not be eaſie to ſtop it. It 
ſeems more ſutable to. the infinite 
 Goodnels of God, to communicate the 
knowledge of himſelf to all Man- 
kind, and to furnish every Man with 
ſuch affiſtances as will. certainly pre- 
vail over him. It ſeems alſo reaſonable 
to think , that ſo perfe& a Saviour as 
Teſus Chrift was , Should have Shewed 
us a certain Way, and yet conſiitent with 
the free Uſe of our Faculties, of avoid- 
ingall fin : nor is it very eaſy to ima- 
ine, that it Should be a reproach on. 
is Goſpel, if there is not an Infallible 
Preſervative againſt Errevr , when it is 
acknowledged, that there is no infalli- 
ble Preſervative againſt Sin: for it is cer- 
tain, that the one Damns us more. In- 
fallibly , than the other. 
HI. Since Preſumptions- are {6 much: 
infilted on., to prove what things. mult 


(2) 


ought to be expreſſed fo particularly, 
in whomit is veited, that there Should 
be no occaſion given to diſpute, whe- 
ther itis in One Manor in A Budy; and 
if in a Body , whether in the Majori- 
ty, or in the two thirds, or in the 
whole Body unanimouſly agreeing : 
inshort, the Chief thing in all Go- 
vernments being the Nature and 
Power of the Judges, thoſe ire always 
diſtinctly ſpecified ; and therefore if 
thele things are riot ſpecified in the 
Scriptures; it is at leaſt a ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption., that. Chrilt did. not intend: 
to authoriſe ſuch Judges. 
V. There *were ſeveral Contro- 
verſies raifed among the Churches to 
which the Apoſtles writ , as appears by 
the Epiltles to the Romans , Corinthians, 
Galatians and Coloffians » Jet the Apoſiles 
never make uſe of thoſe paſſages that 
are pretended for this Authority to put 
anend to thoſe Controverſies z which 
is a shrewd- Preſumption., that the 
did not underſtand them in that ſenſe 
it which the Church of Rome does now 
take them. Nor does St. Paul in the 
direions that he gives to Church-men 
in his Epiſtles to Timotby and Titus, 
reckon this of ſubmitting to the dir(Qions 
of the Church for one , which he could 
not have omitted, if this be the true 
meaning of thoſe diſputed paſſages:and 
yet he hasnot one word ſounding that 
way, which is very different frorfi the 
directions which one poſſeſſed with the. 
py view that the Church of Rome- 
as of this mattermuſt needs eye givs. 
V.. There are ſome things Very cx- 
presly taught in the N. Teftament, ſuch. 
as the rules of a Good Life, the Uſe of tbe 


Be appointed by Ebrift ; it is to be con-,# Sacraments » the addreſſing our ſelves t0- 
ſidered , that it.is alſo a reaſonable Pre- God for Mercy and Grace, thro the 


ſumption, that if ſuch a Court was ap-: 
wp by him, it muſt be done m 
ach plain terms that there car} be no 
room to queſtion the meaning of 
them: and fince this is the hinge upon 
- Which all Hfher matters turn ,. it 


Sacrifice that Chriſt offered fot us on 
the Crof,and the Worshippinghim as 
God, the Death » ReſurreQion and 
Aſcenfion of Feſus Chrift, the Refur- 
recion of our Bodies and Life Ever- 
laſting : by which it is apparent, that 

we 


| (, 
we are ſet beyond doubt in thoſe 4 


matters; if then there are other paſlages 
more obſcure concerning other mar- 
ters, we mult Conclude , that theſe 
are not of that Conſequence , other- 


wife they would have beenas plainly 


revealed as the others arc;but above Wh 


if the Authority of the Church is delivere 
to us in diſputable terms » that is a jult 
prejudice againſt it, ſince it is a thing 
of tuch Conſequence, that it ought to 
have been revealed in a way 1d yery 
clear and paſtall Hue: 

VE. Ffitis a pre umption for prticy- 
lar perſogs to judge concerning Religis 
wether Ne (till rene the 
Priefts $otherGuides ip ſacred matters; 
this is a good Argument to oblige all 
Nations to continue in the Eftablished 
Religion, whatever it may happen to be; 
and above all others , it.was a convin- 
cing Argument in the mouths of the 
Fewes againſt our Saviour. He pretended 
to be the Meſſias , and proved it both 
by the prophefies that were accompli- 
Shed in hith, and by the Miracles that he 
wrought : as for the. Prophefies , the 
Reaſons urged by the Church of Rome 
will conclude much ſtronger , that 
ſuch dark Paſſages as thoſe of the Pro- 
phets were,ought not to be interpreted 
by Particular perſons, but that the Ex- 
poſition of theſe mult be referreg to 


the Priefts and Sanbedrin , it =. ol 


o 


preſly provided in their law ( Dex. 17, 
8.) That tzhen controverſies aroſe , con- 
terming any cauſe that wag t00 intricate » 
they were. to go 1 the, place which God 
ſ hould chooſe and tothe Prieſts of thetribe 
of Levi, & tothe jndge tn. oſe daies, & 


that they were to, decldre what was, right 
rm this decifion all were, "bhp ed, In 
ſubmit , under pain;of, death : ſo that by, 
this it appears, that the Prieſts 10 the 
Fewiſh Religion were. authoriſed in, ſ 
extraordinary, a manner. , that I. dare 
ſay the- Church. of Rome 'would not 
wiſh. for 4, more format teſtimony & 
her behalf*: As for our Saviours 


by 

. 
- 
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racles, theſe were not ſufficient neither, 
unlefs his doFrine was firſt found to be 
good: fince Moſes had expreſly warned 
the people ( Deut. 13. I.) That if 4 
Prophes came and taught them to follow 
after other Gods, they were not to obey him, 
tho he wrought miracles to prove his Miſfong 
but were to put himto death: So a Few 
faying, that Chriſt, by making himfelf 
one. with his father , brought in the 
worſ hip.of another God, might wett 
pretend that he was not obliged tg 
icld to the authority of our Savieurs 
iracles., without taking cognifance of 
his doctrine , and of the Prophefles 
concerning the Mel, andina word, 
of the whole matter. So that, iftheſe 
Reaſonings are now good againſt the 
Reformanzon, they were as (trong in the 
mouths ofthe Terwes againſt our Saviour: 
and from hence we ſee , that the au- 
thority that ſeems to be given by Moſes 
to the Priefls, muſt be underſtood 
with ſome Reſtrictions; ſince we not 
only find the Prophets, and leremy in 
particular, oppoſing themſelves to the 
whole Dog ofthem , but we ſte like- 
wile , that for ſome conſiderable time 
before our Saviour's dayes , not only 
many ill-grounded vraditions had got in 
among them , by which the vigour of 
the moral law was much enervated, 
but likewiſe they were alſo univerſylly 
poſſefled' with a falſe notion of their 
Meſſias'; 1o that even the Apoſiles theme 
ſelves had not quite ſhaken off thoſe 
Prejudices at the time of our. Saviowr's 
Aſcenſion. So that, here a.Church, that 
Was til} the Fhwed.of ark that had 
the appointed. means; of, the Expiation 
of thei fins by their Sarrifiectand WWajh- 
ings, as, welr as” by their Circumciſion , 
s yet anger. great and. fatal Errors , 
from which particular perſons had ng 
way to extricate themſelyes , but by 
examining th Meh ay | tExth. of 
eriptyre And by Judging of, them ac- 
COA od he B CAL 5 Truth,and 
the force & As 2 their F _—_— 
2 . 
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VIL It ſcems Evident , that the 
. paſlage [Tell tbe Church] belongs only 
to the Reconciling of Differences: that of 
[ Binding & of Loofing,] according to the 


uſe of thoſe terms among the 1.ws, 
ſignifies only an Authority that was 
given to the Apeftles , of giving Prc- 
cepts, by which men were to be 
obliged tro ſuch Duties , or ſet at 
liberty from them : and [| the gates of Hell 
not prevailing againſt the Church] ſignifys 
only, that the Chriſtian Ryligion was ne- 
ver to come to anend, or to periſh : & 
that of | Chrifts being with the Apoſiles to 
the end of the world )imports only a ſpeci- 
al CenduF & Protettion which the Church 
may alwayesexpet , but as the pro- 
miſe, I will not leave ' thee nor forſake 


thee; that belongs to every Chriſtian , . 


does not import an infallibility : no 
more does the other : And for thoſe 
paſſages concerning | the ſpirit of God 
- wo DA all things ] it is plain , that 
inthem Se.Paul is treating of the Divine 
inſpiration, by which the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion was then opened to the world; 
which he ſets in oppoſition to the wiſ- 
dom or Philoſophy of the Greeks ; 1o that 
as all thoſe paſſages come far ſhort of 
proving that for which they are alled- 
scd , it mult at leaſt be acknowledged, 
that they bave not an evidence great 
enough to prove ſoimportant a truth, 
as ſome would cvince by them; fince 
*tis a matter of ſuch vaſt conſequence, 
that the proofs for it muſt have an 
andeniable Evidence, | 
VIIE. In the matters of Religion twa 
things are to be conſidered , firſt , the 
account that we muſt give to God, and 
the Rewards that we expect from him: 
and in this Every man mult anſwer for 
the ſincerity of his heart , in examining 
divine Matters, and the following 


what (upon the beſt enquiries that one 
' could make) appeared to be true : and 
"ith relation to this, there is ho need 
ofa ludge; forin that Great Day every 


(4) 


one muſt anſwer to God according to 
the talents thar he had, and all will 
be ſaved according to their Sincerity; 
and with relation to that judgement , 
there is no need ofany other judge but 
Gad. A Second view ot Religion, 15 as it 
is a Body united together , & by conſe- 
quence brought under ſome regula- 
tion : and as in all States there are 
fubalterne Iudgeszin whoſe deciſions all 
mult at leaſt acquieſce , tho they are 
not infallible, there bcing [till a ſort of 
an appeal to be made to the ſoveraipne 
or the ſupream legſliative Body; ſo the 
Church has a Subalterne IuriſdiRion : but 
as the Authority of Inferiour Judges 
is (till regulated', and, none but the 
Legillators themſelves have an: Au- 
thority equal to the Law; Soitis not 
neceſlary for the preſervation of Peace 
and Order, that the Decifions of the 
Church $hould be infallible, or of equal 
Authority with the Scriptures. If Judges 
do ſo manifeſtly abuſe their Authori- 

, that they fall-into- Rebellion and. 

reaſon, the ſubjeas are no more 
bound to conſider them ; but are ob- 
liged to reſiſt them , and to maintain 
their obedience to their Soveraign ; 
tho” in other matters their Judgment 
muſt take place , till they are. re- 
verſed by the Soveraign. The calc 
of Religion being. then this, Thas 
Fejus Chrift is the Soveraign of the 
Church ; the Aſſembly of the Paſtors is 
only a ſubalterne Judge: if they mani- 
feltly oppoſe themſelves to the- Scrip- 
tures, Which is the Law: of Chreflians, 
particular perſons may be ſuppoſed as 
competent Iudges of that, as in Ci- 
vill Matters they may be of the Re- 
bellion of the Indpes, and in that caſe 
they are bound tt} to mantain their 
Obedience to Ieſus Chriſt. In matters 
es, ab , Chriſtians are bound. for 
the Preſervation of Peace and Unity, 
to acquieſce.in the Deciſions of the 
Church, and ;in matters juſtly doubtful, 
Or 


convinced that the Paflors have erred, 
yet they are obliged. to be ilent, and to 
bear tolerable tiings,rather than make 
2 Breach: but if 1t is viſible, that the 
Paftors do Rebel again(t. the Soveraign of 
the Church, I mean Chrift, the People 
may put in their Appeal to that great 
Iudge,and there it mult lie. If the Church 
did uſe this Authority with dug Diſcre- 
tion,and-the People followed the rules 
that I have named with humility and 
modelty , there would be no great dan- 
ger of many Diviſions ; but this is the 
great Secret of the Providence of God, 
that men are ſtill men , and both Pa- 
£9 and People mix their Paſſions and 

ntereſts ſo with matters of Religion, 
that as there is. a great deal of Sin and 
Vice ſtill in the World, fo that ap- 
pears in the Matters of R-ligien as well 
as in other things : but the ill Conſe- 
quences of this, tho they are bad e- 
nough , yet are not equal to the Effets 
that Ignorant Superſtition, and Obe- 
dient zeal have produced in theWorld, 
Witneſs the Rebellions and Wars 
for eſtablishing the Porsbip of Images; 
the Croiſſades againſt the Saracens, in 
which many Millions were loſt; thoſe 
againſt Hereticks , and Princes depoſed 
by Popes, which laſted for ſome Ages ; 
and the Maſſacre of Pars, with the 
Butcheries of the Duke of Alva in the 
laſt Age , and that of Ireland in this: 
which are, I ſuppoſe, far greater Miſ- 
chiefs than any that can be imagined 
to ariſe out of a Small Diverſity of Opi- 
nions : and the preſeut State of this 
Church, notwithſtanding all thoſe un- 
happy Rents that are init, is a much 
more deſirable thing, than the groſs Ipg- 
wnorance and blind Superſtition that reigns 
in Italy and Spain at this day. 

IX. All theſe reaſonings concerning 
the Infallibility of the Church ſignify no- 
thing, unleſs we can certainly know, 
whither we muſt go for this Decifion : for 
while one Party Shewes us, that it M#j} 


| ſ 
or of ſmall Conſequence, tho they By 


be in the Pope, or is no where , and an- 
other Pariy ſayes it Cannot be in the: 
Pope , becauſe as many Popes have er- 


red, 1o this is a Do&rine that was not. 


known in. the Church for a thouſand. 
Years, and that has been diſputed ever 
fince it was firit aſſerted, weare in the 
rightto believe both. ſides; fi-ft, that 
if 15 not in the Pope, it is no where; 
and then, that certainly it is not in the 
Pope; and it is very Incongruous to ſay, 
that there is an Infallible Authority 11 
the Church, and that yet it is not cer- 
tain where one mult ſeek. for it; for 
the one ought to be as clear as the 0- 
ther; and 1t is alſo plain, that what 
Primacy ſo ever St. Peter may be ſup- 
poted to have had, the Scripture ſayes 
not one ward of his Succeſſors at Rome ; 
ſo atleaſt this is not ſo clear, as a mat- 
ter of this Conſequence muſt have: 
been, if Chrift had intended to have 
__ ſuch an Authority in that See. 

. It is noleſfs Incongruous to ſay, 
that this Infallibility is in a General Coun- 
cil: for jit muſt be ſomewhere elſe, 
otherwiſe it will return only to the 
Church by ſome Starts zand after long. 
Intervals : and as it was not in the 
Church, for the firſt 320 years , 1O it has: 
not been in the Church theſe laſt 120. 

ears. It is plain alſo, that there is no 
egulation given in the Scriprures,con- 
cerning this great Aſiembly, who have 
aright tocome & Vote, and what for- 
feits this right, and what numbers 
malt concur in a Deciſion, to atflure us 
of the Infallibility of the Iudgment. It 
1s certain, there was never a General 
Council of all.the Paſtors of the Church : 
for thoſe of which we have the As, 
were only the Councils of the Roman 
Empiregbut for thoſe Churches,that were 
in the South of Africk, or the Eaſtern 
Parts of Afia, beyond the bounds of 
the Roman Empire, as they could not 
be ſuminoned by the Emperours Autho- 
rity, ſoit 1s certain none of them were 
preieut : unlcls one or two of Perfra at 
Nzves 


Nice, which perhaps was a Corner of 
Prrfie belonging to the Empire; and un- 
leſs it can be proved , that the Pope has 
af Abſolute Authority t0 cut off whole 
Churches from their right of coming to Coun- 
cilsh,, there has been no General Council 
theſe laſt 700. years in the World, ever 
fince the Bishops of Rome have excom- 
municated all the Greek Churches upon 
ſich trifling reaſons, that their own 
Writers are now ashamed of them ; 
and I willask no more of a Man of a 
Competent underſtanding ,' to' ſatisty 
him that the Council of Trent was no Ge- 
neral Council , ating in that Freedom 
that becaine Bishops , than that he will 
be at'the pains to read Card. Pallavicins 
Hiſtory of that Council, 
* XL. If itis ſaid, har thy Infallibility 
# #0 be ſought for in the Tradition of the 
Dottine in all Ages , and that every par- 
ticular Perſon muſfl examine this: here 
ts a Sea before him, and inſtead ofexa- 
mining the ſmall Book of the N. Tefta- 
ment, he is involved in a ſtudy that muſt 
coſt a Man an Age to gothroit ; and 
many of the Ages, thro which he caries 
this Enquiry , 'are ſo dark, and have 
produced fo few Writers, at leaſt ſo 
few are preſerved to our dayes , that it 
is not poflible to find out their belief, 
We find alſo Traditions have varied ſo 
much that it is hard to ſay that there is 
much weight to be laid on this way of 
Conveyance. A Tradition concernin 
Matters of Fa& that'a!l People ſee is 
lels apt to fail than a Tradition of Points 
of Speculation : and yet we ſee very 
nearthe Age of the Apoſtles, contrary 
Traditions touching the Obſervation of 
after , from which we muſt conclude, 
that either the Matter of Fact of one 
tide, or the other, as it was handed 
down, was not true, or at leaſt that it 
wag not rigutly underſtood. A Tradition 
concerning the Uſe of the Sacraments 
being a viſtble thing, is more licely to 
be exact, than a Speculation concern- 
ing their nature; and yet we find a 


) | 
Tradition of giving Inſants the Commu- 
nion, grounded onthe indilpenſible ne- 
ceflity of the Sacrament, continued a 
thouſand Years in the/Church. A Tradt- 
tion on which the Chriſtians founded 
their Foy and Hope, is lels like to be 
changed , than a more remote Specu- 
lation, and yet the firſt Writers of the 
Chriflian Religion had a Tradition hand- 
ed down to them by thoſe who ſaw 
the Apoſtles , of the Reign of Chriſt for 
a thouſand Years upon Barth ; and if thoſe 
who had Matters at ſecond hand from 
the Apoſtles , could be thus miſtaken, it 
is more reaſonable to apprehend grea- 
ter errours at ſucha diſtance. A Tre- 
dition concerning the Book of the _ 
tures 1s more like to be exact, than the 
Expoſition of ſome pallages in it; and 
yet we find the Churchdid unanimouſly 
belicye the Tranſlation of the 70. Inter- 
preters to have been the effect of a mi- 
raculous Inſpiration, til} St. Jerome exa- 
mined this Matter better, and made 
2 New Tranſlation from the Hebrew Co- 
pies. But which is more then all the 
reſt, It ſeemsplain , that the Fathers be- 
for the Council of Nice believed the Di- 
vinity of the Son of God to be in ſome 
ſort Inferiour to that ofthe Father , and 
for ſome Ages after the Council of Nice, 
they believed them indeed both equa), 
but they conſidered theſe as two diffe- 
rent Beings, and only one in Eſſence, 
as, three men have the ſame humane 
Nature in common among then ; and 
that as one Candle lights another, fo 
the one flowed from another ;. and at- 
ter the fifth Centiry the DoQtrine of one 
Individual Eſience was,received. If you 
will be farther informed cencerning 
this , Father Petau will: ſatisfy you. as 
to the firſt Period before the Council. of 
Nice, and the learned Dr. Cudworth as 
to the ſecond. In all which particulars 
it appears, how variable athing Tradi- 
tion is. And upon the, whole Matter, 
the examining Traditien thus, is {till a 
ſearching among Books, and here is. no 

living Judge. | XIL 


$8 tndtiy and as 


decide Controverſies, lies inthe Body of 
the Paftors ſcattered over the World, 
which is the laſt retrenchment , here 
eat Scruples will a- 
rife, as we found inany of the former 
Heads. Two difficulties appear at fif(t 
view yg the one is ; How can we bt afinred 
that the preſent Paltofrs of the Church are 
derived in a juft Succeſſion from the Apoſt- 
les: there are no Regiſters extant that 
prove this: S0 that we have nothing 
of tt but forme Hiflortes,that are fo care- 

fly writ ; that we find many miſtakes 
in them in other Matters; and they 
are ſo different in the very firſt links of 
that Chain, that immediatly ſucceeded 
the Apoſites ,. that the utmoſt can be 
made of this is, that here is a Hiſtori- 
cal Relation ſomewhat doubtful ; but 
here is nothing to found our Faith on: 
fo that if a Succeſſion from the Apoſiles 
times , is neceſfary to the Conſtitution 
of that Church, to which we muſt ſub- 
mit our ſelves, we know not where 
to find it : beſides that, the PoFrine of 
the neceſſity of the Intention of the Mi- 
niſter to the Validity of a Sacrament, 
throws us into inextricable difficulties. 
I know they generally fay , that by the 
Intention they do not mean the inwayd 
Acts of the Minifter of the Sacrament, 
but only that it muſt appear by his onr- 
ward deportment, that he is in earneſt 
going about a Sacrament , and not doing 
a thing in jeſt; and this appeared ſo rea- 
ſonable to me , that I was ſorry to find 
our Divines urge it tov» much: till 
turning over the Rubricks that are at the 
beginning of the Miſt, I found upon 
the head of the Intention of the Mini- 
ſter, that if a Prieft has a Number of. 
Hoſlies before him to. be conſecrated, 
and intends to. conſecrate them all, 
except one, in that caſe that Vagrant 
exception falls upon them all : it not 
being affixed to any one, and it is de- 
fined that he conſecrates none at all. 
Here it is plain, that the ſecret 48s of 


XII. If then the Authority that nnald* 


_{ th - | 
a Prieſt can defeat the Sacrament : ſo that 


this ovetthrows all certainty concern- 
ing a Sicci/fog : But beſides all this, we 
are ſure, that the Griek Charches have 
2 ttiuch tfore nnconteſted Sneoeffion 
than the Lathits : So that 4 Sheceffion 
cannot dite& us. Atid if it is neceſfary 
toſtek oht the DoRtines that are nni- 
verfatly recbived, this is not poſſible 
fot a private Mayto know. So that in 
Ignoratit Couritries ; where there is 
little Study, the People have no other 
certainty concerfing their Religion, but 
What they take from their Carare and 
Confeſſor : fince they cannot examine 
what is generally received. So that it 
malt be cotifeſled that all the Argu- 
ments that are brought for the necefſ- 
ty of a conſtant infallible Iudge , turn a- 
gainſt all thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
that do not acknowledge the Infatlibt. 
lity of the Pope: forif he is not Infalll- 
ble, they have no other Judge , that 
can pretend to it. It were atfo cafy to- 
Shew , that fome DoFrines have been 
2s Univetſally received in fome Agts, 
as they have been rejected in others z- 
which Shewss that the Doctrine of 
the preſent Church is not alwayes a 
fure meaſure.. For five Ages together, 
the DoQrine of the Popzs Power to 
depoiſe Heretical Piirices was received 
without the leaſt Oppoſition : and this 
cannot be doubted by any that knows 
what has been che State of the Church 
fince the End of the eleventh Century: & 
yet I believe , few Princes would allow 
this, notwithſtanding all the concur- 
ring Authority of ſo many Ages to for- 
tify it. F could carry this into a great 
many other Inſtances, but I ſingle out 
this , becauſe it is a point in which 
Princes are naturally extream ſenſi- 
ble. 

Upon the whole Matter it can ne- 
ver enter into my mind, that God, 
who has made Man a Creature, that 
naturally enquires and reaſons, and 
that tecis as 1enlible a pleaſure w_ 

© 


« 


he can give himſelf a good account of 
his aQtions , as one that ſees, does per- 
-ceive in compariſon to a blind man 
-that is led about 4 and thatthis God, 


.thathas alſo made wy ee deſign to - 
, perfe& this humane Nature , and to 


+ . raiſe it to-the utmoſt height to which it 
-Can arrive, has contrived it to be dark, 
-andto be ſo much beyond the penetra- 
_ -tionof our Faculties, that we cannot 
find out his mind in thoſe things that 
.-.are neceſfary for our Salvation: and 
that the Scriptures, that were writ by 
Plain men, 1n a very familiar ſtile, and 
addreſt without any diſcrimination to 
the Vulgar, should become ſuch an 
-unintelligible Book in theſe Ages, that 
-we muſt have an Infallible Indge to ex- 
-pound it: and when -I ſee not onl 
Popes, but even ſome Bodies that- paſs 
for General Councils , have ſo expounded 
-many yr es of it, and have wreſted 
-them 1o viſibly, that none ofthe Me- 
.dern Writers of that Church pretend to 
excuſe it,] fayT muſt freely own to you, 
. that when'l find I needa Comment 
z0n dark paſſages , theſe will be the la 
perſons to whom I will addreſs m 
ſelf for it. Thus you ſee how full 
-have opened my mind to you in this 
matter; .I have gone overa great deal 
of ground .inas few Words as ispofli- 
ble, becauſe hints I know are enough 


(®) 


for yon; I thank God, theſe Confi- 
derations do fully ſatisfy me, and I _” 
will be infinitely joyedzit they have the + 
ſame etfc& on you. | 


1 am yours: '* 


———_—_—_—_ 
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Hou Letter ray” boar _ = 
return of the firſt Poſt after by 
Majeſties Papers Fd os ine the 
Countrey ; ſome that ſaw it, liked is well, 
and wiched to.have it publick., and the re- 
ther , becauſe the Writer did not ſo entirely 
confine bimſelf to the Reaſons that were in © 
thoſFPapers » but took the whole Contra» | 
verſy to task,in a little compaſs, and yes © 
with a preas variety of RefitAions. And 
this way of examining the . whole Matter, 
without following thoſe Papers word for 
word , or the finding more fault than the 
common concern .of this Cauſe -required, : 
ſeemed more apgreeing to the reſpeH that is © 
due to the Dead, and more particularly : 
#0 the Memory of ſo great a Prince ; but : 
other Conſiderations made it not fo eaſy nor 
ſo adviſeable to procure a Licenſe far the 
Printing this Letter , it bas been kept in © 
private hands-till now'tboſe who have boaſted 
much of the Shortneſs of the late Kings * 
Papers, 4nd of the length of the An+- 
=p i have genes to them, will * 
not find ſo preat a di riion between + 
them and this Autres hens 41.4 


- —— 


F 1 N 1 S. 


